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What is MERIT?
MERIT is a special Magistrates program  that 
provides an opportunity for some defendants with 
drug problems to participate in treatment , on a 
voluntary basis, while on bail.

The MERIT program allows participants to focus on 
treating their drug problem in isolation from legal 
matters. Court matters are adjourned and treatment 
occurs prior to any pleas being made.  

Eligibility Criteria
•	 Adults with problematic illicit substance use

•	 Suitable for release on bail

•	 Not involved in any offence relating to sexual 
assault or serious violence or have matters that 
will be heard in District Court

•	 Willing to participate in Treatment

•	 Deemed suitable for treatment by the MERIT 
Team

•	 Approved to participate in the program by the 
magistrate 

How can I access MERIT?
Defendants can refer themselves to the MERIT team 
by phoning 43203057 

Police, Solicitors and Magistrates can also refer 
defendants to MERIT. 

What are my 
responsibilities in the 
MERIT program
•	 Participate in weekly counselling appointments for 

12 weeks

•	 Work toward treatment goals agreed between 
yourself and the MERIT Team

•	 Comply  with your bail conditions

•	 Appear before the Magistrate to provide an update 
on your progress (usually at the six and twelve 
week points of your treatment)

You can voluntarily withdraw from the MERIT program 
at any point. If you do not meet the conditions of the 
MERIT program, or do not complete the program, 
the Court will be informed, and your court case will 
continue in the usual way. You will not be penalized 
for leaving, or not completing MERIT.

Sentencing
The completion of treatment is likely to coincide with 
sentencing of the outstanding court matters.

•	 The Magistrate will be provided with a report from 
the MERIT Team

•	 The report will outline the participant’s progress in 
treatment and further treatment recommendations

The Magistrate will consider the defendant’s progress 
in treatment when sentencing.



What does treatment 
involve?
Treatment plans are developed between yourself 
and the MERIT Team, and are tailored to your needs. 
Treatment options to accompany counselling may 
include:

•	 Group programs

•	 Inpatient managed withdrawal

•	 Opioid Treatment Programs

•	 Residential Rehabilitation

Who can help me with my 
decision?
You should discuss available options with your lawyer 
before making a decision about your Court matter. A 
Legal Aid lawyer may be available for people wanting 
to participate in MERIT.

If you choose not to participate in the MERIT program, 
your matter will continue in the usual way.

If eligible for MERIT, what 
next?
To obtain an assessment you must contact the 
MERIT Team at 4320 3057 as soon as possible after 
your most recent court date, in order to obtain an 
assessment prior to your adjournment date.

Additional CCLHD Drug  
and Alcohol Services
We are part of an integrated Drug and Alcohol Service 
that includes: 

•	 Marumali Detoxification Unit

•	 Opiate Treatment programs

•	 Addiction Medicine

•	 Substance Use in Pregnancy Service (SUPPS)

•	 Cannabis clinic

•	 Assertive Case Management Team

•	 Youth Drug and  Alcohol 

•	 Drug and Alcohol Counselling Team

•	 Needle and Syringe Program (NSP)

•	 Group Program

•	 Drug and Alcohol Aboriginal Support

Services are provided within a harm minimisation 
framework and include:

•	 comprehensive assessment

•	 counselling

•	 psychological and social support

•	 relapse prevention

•	 client advocacy

•	 education activities

•	 referrals

24/7 Support & Emergency Contacts

Alcohol & Drug Information Service 
(ADIS)

 1800 422 599 
A free and confidential counselling helpline

Family Drug Support 
 1300 368 186 

For families of people who use substances 

Mental Health Telephone Access Line 
 1800 011 511 

If you are worried about your own or someone else’s 
mental health 

Police / Fire / Ambulance
 000

If you or someone else is in need of emergency/
urgent help.
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